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Biblical Leprosy Suggested Interpretation 
What Should the Christian’s Attitude Toward It? 


R.G. Cochrane, M.D., F.R.C.P. 


Historically, medically, and exegetically there justification for applying the Old Testament conception 
leprosy the disease know that name. 


Within the last thirty years, and 
ticularly during the last ten, there have 
been striking advances our knowledge 
and understanding leprosy. Increas- 
ing attention has been given this dis- 
ease which for decades has been treated 
like Cinderella medicine, but 
last being studied like any other ill- 
ness. longer looked upon 
merely social stigma. 

view the recent interest and pub- 
licity given leprosy, the world over, 
our duty Christians look critical- 
its Biblical interpretation order 
that prejudices which 
are harmful its conquest, may 
banished from our thinking. 
proaching such task, fully aware 
that any interpretation the Biblical 
concept leprosy can only attempt- 
the light the conviction that 
the Bible the inspired Word God. 
Any exegesis which does despite this 
truth false. Therefore, shall 
our commenting Biblical leprosy 
keep this fundamental principle 
mind. 

The traditional explanation lep- 
rosy the Bible and its analogy sin, 
while quite correct when one means 
Biblical leprosy, yet incorrect and un- 
fair appliea the disease leprosy 
which great scourge certain 
parts the world to-day. Not infre- 
quently does one hear evangelical 
writers and preachers referring lep- 
1osy type sin, and applying this 
concept modern-day leprosy. The 
preacher may then appeal the individ- 
ual cleansed the “leper” was 
cleansed from his loathsome disease. 
convinced, after much thought and 
prayer, that such approach not only 
offends, but actually retards the efforts 
being made towards effective control 
this disease. 


Leprosy 
The Old Testament Scripture 


have tried ascertain from all the 
sources disposal how far the 
ease now known leprosy occurred 
the days Moses. The consensus 
opinion seems that the time 
when the Children Israel were 
leprosy was unknown among 
them. Whether the actual disease which 
to-day described medical literature, 
was present those far off days, does 
not affect the issue. 

The key the understanding the 
condemnation the the Old 
Testament found Exodus 19:6, “Ye 
shall unto kingdom priests, 
and holy nation.” The Israel God 
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had holy unto the Lord, just 
the new Israel, the Church, the Bride 
Christ was pure and unblemished 
Pet. 2:9). Further, have the same 
injunction holiness Leviticus 20:7, 
for the Lord your God,” Leviti- 
cus 10:10 comes the command and stern 
directive following the committal 
gross sin the realm worship, 
put “difference between holy and un- 
holy, and clean and unclean.” 


must, this point, remind read- 
ers that the derivation the word 
“holy” the same the word “health” 
“wholeness” and, therefore, anything 
that was unhealthy (unholy) was de- 
filement the camp Israel. 
told that the Hebrew word Tsraath 
means literally one that stricken 
defiled. then instead adopting the 
conventional translation the word 
Tsraath leprosy, give its correct 
meaning, are once 
reminded that the Old Testament 
Scriptures there were two kinds de- 
filement 


(1) The defilement temporary un- 
cleanness related Leviticus and 
15, 15:31 the Word God says, 
“Thus shall separate the children 
Israel from their uncleanness; that they 
die not their uncleanness, when thev 
defile tabernacle that among 
them,” Restoration communion and 
fellowship was allowed after certain 
days separation and after the sacri- 
fice two turtle doves. interesting 
that all the Mosaic regulations relating 
clean and unclean, including clean 
and unclean food, had important pub- 
lic health significance. our preventive 
medicine teaching, particularly among 
the more primitive people, should 
well give greater attention these 
Testament regulations concerning 
that which clean and unclean. 
heed these directives would result 
better health, which symbolic 
holiness; for nothing that unclean 
must defile the camp 
Paul also has this mind when 
Corinthians 3:16, 17, says: “Know 
not that are the temple God... 
the temple God holy, which tem- 
ple are.” The apostle reiterates the 
same thought 6:19, and ends with 
the exhortation, “therefore glorify God 
your body, and your spirit, which 
are 

The defilement permanent un- 
cleanness. This usually resulted 
petual separation from the camp 
Israel. Only exceptionally was this de- 
filement removed. The Hebrew word 


Dr. Robert Cochrane, London, rec- 
cgnized internationally, one the most 
eminent authorities our day so-called 
leprosy. Dr. Cochrane Advisor Leprosy 
the Ministry Health England and 
Wales, and Technical Medical Advisor 
the American Leprosy Missions, Inc., New 
York. The latter post takes him many 
parts the world and ALM brings Dr. Co- 
chrane the United States, least once 
year, lecture medical schools, and 
before many other medical and church 
Dr. Cochrane will this country 
the Fall participate ALM’s golden 
jubilee. 

Dr. Cochrane credited with being the 
tirst physician investigate the use DDS 
(the parent sulfone) the treatment HD. 
was then medical missionary India 
where served for many years head 
the Christian Medical College, Vellore, Mad- 
ras State, and director the Lady Willing- 
don (HD) Sanitarium. former medi- 
cal secretary the British Empire Leprosy 
Relief Association, and was editor Belra’s 
Cfficial Quarterly. now associate 
editor the “International Journal Lep- 
rosy.” the author textbook this 
disease, and regular contributor 
many scientific journals. 


Tsraath, which was translated leprosy, 
covered all those conditions which re- 
sulted prolonged separation the 
individual from the camp 
Israel. This more serious uncleanness 
was found group maladies, 
infections which virtue disease 
the body were dangerous others, or, 
were dangerous virtue contamina- 
tion, the former instance there was 
hope recovery; therefore laws for the 
cleansing such persons were formu- 
lated. the latter, however, the con- 
dition was dangerous and irremediable; 
therefore the garment was burnt (Lev. 
and the house had demol- 
ished (Lev. was this group 
conditions, symbolical permanent 
defilement, which came under the sen- 
tence “Unclean, without the 
camp shall his habitation” (Lev. 
13:45, 46). This interpretation 
strengthened the alternative render- 


page 


| 
| 
| 


Biblical Leprosy (cont’d from page 


ing the marginal reference Isaiah 
53:8, “For the transgression peo- 
ple was the stroke (the curse) upon 
Him,” alluding the curse the 
crucified (Gal. 3:13 and Deut. 21:23, 
margin ref.) 

This Hebrew word, Tsraath, there- 
fore, was used disease blemish 
which showed itself grosss perma- 
nent defilement man materials. 
This word, however, was translated (in 
the A.V.) “leprosy,” the sufferer leper, 
because the days when the Bible was 
translated into English, leprosy, because 
power and its incurability, was symbo- 
lic all that was dreadful the life 
man. have said, the modern dis- 
ease leprosy bears resemblance 
that described the Bible, and any 
case only small fraction leprosy cases 
among the total who are afflicted can 
described loathsome look upon. 

The full significance the verse 
Isaiah 53:4 brought home 
Vulgate General MacAr- 
thur,* the eminent and erudite medi- 
cal historian, reminds that this verse 
the Latin Vulgate and the Wy- 
cliff translation reads: did esteem 
Him were leprous, smitten 
God and afflicted.” And the same 
chapter the same token should 
rendered, the transgression 
people was leprous was the stroke 
curse upon Him.” 

Historically, medically, and exeget- 
ically there justification for ap- 
plying the Old Testament conception 
leprosy the disease now know 
that name. Further, Sir William 
MacArthur pointed out, his article 
Leprosy the British 
Isles,” Leprosy Review, 1953, the 
word “leper” comes from Greek word 
meaning scale parchment, and the 
Latin word for book (liber) has the 
same derivation. Therefore even etymo- 
logically have grounds for as- 
suming that the condition described 
the Old Testament the leprosy to- 
day. fact, all the evidence the 
tice inflict such interpretation 
disease, the victims which are 
often innocent children. 


The New Testament and Leprosy 


When turn the New Testa- 
concept carried through. There ap- 
pear only three references 
Christ cleansing the The first 
instance recorded the three synop- 
tic writers (Mat. 8:1-4; Mark 1:40-45; 
Luke 5:12-14). Luke adds physician’s 
touch, “full leprosy.” immateri- 
argument whether this was 


*General MacArthur has kindly given 
tke exact words translation: 
“And heelden hym leprous and smyten, 
(afflicted) God.” 


real leprosy not. believe proba- 
bly was. Firstly, because the time 
our Lord was earth, leprosy was 
recognized clinical entity; and secondly, 
Luke has the reputation for accuracy, 
and was doctor. The second inci- 
dent only recorded Luke, that 
the ten lepers (Luke 17:12-19). may 
significant that our Lord did not re- 
peat the command the priest, 
far this Samaritan was concerned, 
for the Samaritan did not recognize the 
Jewish priesthood. indebted 
Chaplain Rash, formerly Protestant 
Chaplain the United States Public 
Health Service Leprosy 
Carville, Louisiana, for this thought.) 

There only one other reference 
the Gospels leprosy, and that the 
statement that Jesus visited the house 
Simon the leper (Mat. 26:6: Mark 14: 
right assume that Jesus had 
cleansed Simon. was 
house that Mary anointed Jesus’ head 
with precious This was syin- 
bolic the anointing Aaron and his 
sons with holy anointing oil (Ps. 133:2; 
Exod. 30:25-30), consecrating him and 
his sons the High Priestly offices 
mediation, intercession and forgiveness. 


After the synoptic Gospels there 
reference leprosy, Surely this was be- 
cause Jesus, being Jew, came fulfill 
the law (Mat. 5:17), and therefore 
accepted and honoured the Mosaic code 
and bade the cleansed leper the 
priest and offer for his cleansing those 
things that Moses commanded (Mark 
1:44). Our Lord, far Biblical 
leprosy was concerned, fulfilled the law 
Moses. While mention leprosy 
occurs after our Lord’s resurrection and 
ascension, this idea ostracism and 
shame found Hebrews 13:12-13. 
Here are reminded that our Lord 
and Saviour took upon Himself all our 
shame and our sin, and suffered with- 
out the gate. also took upon Him- 
self the guilt and penalty sin, thus 
identifying Himself with stricken 
God We, too, accepting 
His great salvation and the gift His 
Holy Spirit, the eyes the world 
bear the same reproach, for without 
the gate that died for and ate 
thereby “made nigh the blood 
Christ” (Eph. 2:13). 


Ceremonial Cleansing Abolished 


this interpretation the law 
leprosy correct, one would not expect 
any reference the cleansing leprosy 
after the death and resurrection 
Christ, for these commands were com- 
mands under the law, and are 
longer under the law but under grace 
(Gal, Our Lord being Jew, 
the Messiah God, having come 
fulfill the law and meet its just de- 
mands, paid the full penalty our sins 
His death upon the Cross, and made 
accepted the Beloved (Eph. 1:6). 
There now more need for cer- 


emonial cleansing, for there more 
possibility getting rid the 
ment sin ceremonial cleansing than 
there for the blood bulls and goats 
take away our sins (Heb. 10:4). 
the blood Christ that cleanses from 
all sin John 

Many our ideas concerning leprosy, 
therefore, belong the dispensation 
the law, and not grace. for this 
reason, believe, that there ref- 
erence leprosy Scripture when the 
dispensation grace opened 
death and resurrection our blessed 
Lord. apply, then, the Biblical con- 
ception leprosy the disease know 
this name to-day unfortunate, for 
makes particular illness, which 
largely disease innocent childhood, 
special manifestation sin, and places 
the sufferer under the mental agony 
thinking that cursed above all men. 
The perpetuation this idea has 
brought untold misery men and wo- 
ular disease and suggest that type 
sin, This results misinterpreta- 
tion suffering the world men. 

then, this the correct meaning 
Biblical leprosy, what the justifica- 
tion for leprosy missions? 

God His mercy and love has used 
this old concept regarding leprosy for 
His glory and through has wrought 
marvellous work, leading His Church 
into fresh avenues service among 
people, the world over, who were utter- 
despised and rejected. God reveals 
men from time time human injustices 
which must put right, and through 
His servants issues the challenge that 
these things must not be. Lincoln 
America and Wilberforce this country 
were used God convince mankind 
the horror and cruelty slavery. Flor- 
ence Nightingale was called awake 
into caring for her sick and 
wounded war. Livingstone was chosen 
open the dark continent Africa 
the liberating influence the Gospel 
Christ. Elizabeth Fry initiated 
reform, and emancipated women from 
life sin and degradation, challeng- 
ing the Victorian age respect the 
position women and the unequal 
standards which society condoned with 
regard sexual sin. Shaftesbury, Mul- 
ler, Barnado, and host others, were 
raised God shame the country with 
regard her treatment orphans, and 
deserted children. 

The Christian Church through Si. 
Francis, Father Damien, and many con- 
secrated lives, was likewise stimulated in- 
action that despised people 
might restored fellowship with 
God the Father, this connection 
well remember that while the whole 
civilized world honours the 
Damien, some years before Damien 
went Hawaii Protestant pastor, sec- 
ing the plight the outcast leprosy 
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Biblical Leprosy (cont’d from page 


ferers, started spiritual work serving 
those isolated under appalling condi- 
tions Molokai Island. And was 
Wellesley Bailey, young Indian Police 
Officer, who was called, chosen servant 
God, challenge the Church re- 
spond the need caring for those 
with leprosy India. Through the love 
and devotion two consecrated women 
Ireland, started work which 
brought into being the Mission Lepers 
Britain, its auxiliaries many parts 
the Christian world, and the Ameri- 
can Leprosy Missions, all which have 
contributed signally the present- 
day advances leprosy. God has used 
this work open countries which 
were unreached the Gospel, 

wonder how many realize the signil- 
icant contribution the 
Christian Church, through the leprosy 
missions, has made the modern saga 
leprosy, care, healing, the 
minding governments their inescap- 
able duty with regard leprosy? The 
Christian Church has indeed been 
mightily used God. Our whole con- 
cept leprosy during the past thirty 
vears has been gradually altered and 
revolutionized. Leprosy missions 
still necessary challenge and lead the 
this work which the Lord has 
richly blessed, Devoted and well-trained 
lay personnel are still urgent demand. 
There are thrilling opportunities for re- 
search, leading better understand- 
ing leprosy, that our knowledge 
might advanced. Thus, under God, 
shall better able fight this dis- 
ease which has been scourge and 
heartache mankind for many cen- 
turies. 

Finally, the new approach leprosy 
can become vital force, vibrant with 
power, the extension God’s King- 
dom, the upbuilding His Church 
the world. All these exciting possibili- 
ties have arisen through the mercy 
God. Let us, therefore, throw off the 
medieval shackles the past, and set 
forth the path that liberty where- 
with Christ has made free, dedicat- 
ing our lives the relief suffering 
and healing disease. 

Let face the world with the fact 
that disease manifestation world 
chaos, due the collective sin 
man rejecting the Saviour, convinc- 
ing all that the only hope for this most 
stricken and terrorized world found 
the promised return our Blessed 
Redeemer and the establishment His 
righteousness and peace. 


Reprinted from The Life Faith 
Vol. LXXX No. 3474, January 19, 


Comment: Dr. Cochrane’s suggested in- 
terpretation Biblical Leprosy valuabie 
contribution the literature this subject. 
His interpretation substantially the same 
that expressed scholarly papers Dr. 
Lendrum, Chicago, and Dr. Tas, Jeru- 
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both which were reprinted THE 
STAR, and papers Dr. K.P.C.A. Gram- 
Lerg, Netherlands, Lt. Gen. Sir William 
MacArthur, England, and others. These .pa- 
pers all arrived the same basic conclusion 
—that the condition conditions the Bi- 
ble described under the generic term leprosy 
and the disease known that name today 
are related name only. The unfortunate 
notion that zaraath Hansen’s disease has 
semantic basis only. The distinguished 
historian, MacArthur states, “No 
assertion leprosy old times can ac- 
cepted indicating infection with Han- 
sen’s bacillus the absence clinical de- 
tails sufficient point the diagnosis.” 

has been found that among some good 
Evangelicals, their interpretation Biblical 
leprosy far out that handicap 
workers so-called leprosy today. 
Dr. Cochrane had his paper printed 
Fvangelical magazine England because 
such publication reached more readily 
the audience for which was intended. 

letter THE STAR, giving per- 
mission reprint his paper, Dr. Cochrane 
said, sure the more emphasize the 
fact that leprosy the Bible had nothing 
with modern leprosy today, the more 
the Church members and those who 
are influenced Biblical teaching, the 
better will for the general cause 
leprosy, and the quicker shall get more 
reasonable attitude towards the disease 
mong members the general public.” 

agree that emphasis should placed 
upon this important point, that why 
are reprinting Dr. Cochrane’s paper. hope 
our readers will show the clergy 
their communities, and Sunday school and 
class teachers. Reprints are available 
on request. 

Dr. Cochrane admonishes against Old Tes- 
tument interpretations the disease today, 
but the same time accepts the Old 
Testament name—is this not contradic- 
tion? are firmly convinced that 
the medieval shackles the past” 
long today’s disease officially desig- 
the Old Testament name leprosy. 
Unfortunately, the medical world still re- 
tains the Old Testament name the scien- 
tific designation for the disease today. How 
can one divorce the modern illness, mico- 
bacterial disease low infectivity from Old 
Testament conceptions the “terrible and 
manifest leprosy” traditionally associated 
with horror and sin when the name the 
same. Shakespeare was wrong his rhetor- 
ical inquiry, “What’s name?” The think- 
ers and poets who gave the most sublime 
our Bible were not sure that 
there nothing significant name. 
the contrary, they seem have been con- 
vinced that not merely “as man thinketh 
his heart, he,” but also, man 
called his brethren, may live. 
Make mistake about it, names are vital 
influences, impressions are left and opinions 
are shaped them. contend that before 
you can interpret anything correctly, you 
must first identify properly. There 
Niagara evidence Dr. Cochrane’s paper 
alone, that the Old Testament name lep- 
rosy not the proper identification for Han- 
sen’s disease for that matter, for any 
other modern Ed. 
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About The 
“Facts You Should Know” 


paragraph, carried the inside 
back cover every issue THE STAR, 
under the heading, “Facts You Should 
Know About Hansen’s Disease,” reads, 
“Visitors, with the exception children 
under 13, are admitted freely. The gen- 
visiting adolescents not en- 
couraged. Visitors are not required 
take any special precautions.” The sen- 
tence, “The general visiting adoles- 
cents not encouraged,” was added 
sometime ago the suggestion the 
Medical Officer Charge, worded 
wished it. 


The paragraph question long- 
factual, and will revised accord- 
ingly our next issue. should read 
that the visiting adolescents not 
permitted, unless such visitor has 
who patient the hospitai. 
The policy today that general visitors 
under the age years, are not admit- 
ted. far know, there writ- 
ten order, nevertheless the policy 
effect. amusing sidelight the new 
policy came about couple Sundays 
ago. The story going the rounds that 
during exhibition baseball game here 
between two visiting teams, automo- 
bile full wives and girl friends the 
visiting ball players, some them 
and (that’s what they said), drew 
the gate. The young women were re- 
fused admittance, but this did not deter 
them. They came through the famous 
hole-in-the-fence and they seemed 
enjoy the game immensely (forbidden 
fruit, you know). The “hole” over the 
years, has many occasions been used 
for mass exodus, but believe this 
the first time has ever been used 
crash the gate, masse. (Such pop- 
ularity must preserved) 

That phrase “admitted can 
also stand some revision. The facts are 
general visitors are admitted 10:00 
a.m. and 1:00 and 2:00 p.m. After 
2:00 unless you ask see 
particular person, admittance. ac- 
cordance with that policy, many visitors 
are being turned away. Moreover, the 
sign the gate proclaiming guided tours 
the hours designated 
removed. understand the tours have 
not been discontinued not yet but 
apparently our MOC does not subscribe 
the slogan pays advertise.” 

This hospital has been federal in- 
stitution since 1921, and for years hun- 
dreds visitors have been welcomed. 
Without exception visitors leave with 
better understanding and more en- 
lightened viewpoint than 
came in. Needless say there rec- 
ord any visitor ever having caught 
Hansen’s disease here-one does not 
“catch it,” just like that, according 
authoritative medical opinion. 
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Marriage Carville Version 


This June, the traditional month 
brides, and the society pages 
newspaper portrays radiant young faces 
and gives vivid accounts lavish wed- 
dings. Things are different this 
pital community many ways and that 
includes marriages, too. The favorite 
time for patients wed whenever the 
couple can complete the arrangements. 


unwritten law, patient marriages 
are not customarily performed our 
chapels. You might ask how then 
that couples are married, It’s simple 
some cases, nearly impossible others. 

Usually the couple arranges their va- 
cations the same time, and are mar- 
ried home. Prior this trip, secrecy 
maintained, while the bride-to-be ex- 
citedly assembles her trousseau. Many 
the white lies she’s compelled tell. 
She must forego the pleasure showers, 
until her return, for one here ever 
has party without the entire communi- 
knowing The groom-to-be vows 
he’s not going vacation this year, 
while all the time he’s 

The morning that the couple fails 
appear breakfast whispers pass from 
table table. Then Carville settles back 
wait and see they are lunch. After 
lunch, whispers become outspoken ru- 
mors and the members the rocking 
chair brigade are outraged that 
behind schedule scoop. Woe the 
couple who goes out the same date 
wth marriage plans for the grape- 
vine will have them married anyway. 


Upon the couple’s return they con- 
front the M.O.C. with their marriage 
certificate. There was time lifted 
his eyebrows 
(when Hank and presented our 
tificate got much more than ques- 
tioning look, and how) but with pa- 
tients’ marriages becoming 
quent you might lucky enough 
rate word congratulations. 

When the bride and groom attend 
the first movie after their return, they 
are greeted impromptu patient 
chorus “Here Comes the Bride.” 
rarity for the bride called 
her married name, for that one the 
the bride has been here longer than 
the groom he’s apt occasionally 
called her name husbands love 
this like poison ivy! you doubt it. 
try calling Hank Mr. Page sometime 
has happened. 


cases where the couple came froin 
distant states vacation leaves aren’t easy. 
Unless they can arrange home with 
friends for the wedding, the romance 
continues year after year. 

think the case Lolita and Marvin 
described Beity Martin’s book 
“Miracle (pages 236-237) 
can serve example how such 
mariages have been arranged. This story 
wedding know well, for was in- 


timately 

Lolita and Marvin had been swect- 
hearts for many years, and while was 
Southerner, she was from distant 
state and couldn’t get leave home. 
Lolita, Betty and lived 
house, and that time Hank and had 
been married for several years. 
One morning while Betty was still 
sleep, Lolita slipped into room, 
closed and locked door, and curled 
big rocker. Rather hesitatingly, 
shyly, she about 
how lucky Hank and were for had 
managed cut the red tape and get mar- 
ried. sensed romance and said, “Lolita, 
something bad enough out and 
get it. can’t see why you and Marvin 
serious about each other.” “Oh, I’m 
glad you said that, for I’ve come ask 
your help, can married,” Lolita 
biurted out. can’t get pass 
home, but would you ask the doctor 
let home with you vacation.” 

would, and did. had many ses- 
sions ironing out details for both Lolita 
and Marvin were Roman Catholics and 
wanted Church wedding. The iron 
may have become overheated few 
times, but nonetheless Lolita and Mar- 
vin were married nuptial mass with 
Hank and serving witnesses, They 
spent their honeymoon our 
town where our families joined forces 
showing the couple the town and 
making them feel welcome. 

Much water has passed under the 
bridge since then. Lolita and Marvin are 
living another state, happy about 
their lovely home, and their good fortune 
the business world, 


During Carville residence, 
known many couples who fell love 
and were eventually married. rule, 
patients take their marriage vows serious- 
and are unusually each 
ache and disappointment together that 
rather hesitate alone. 
have met and overcome difficulties 
time and time again, and with each 
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our marriage vows have become 
sacred us, 

The birth rate among our married 
couples has not been high, 
cases where increase the family 
expected, the mother-to-be hospitaliz- 
and birth the infant turned 
over some his her family 
cared for. some instances, the bahy 
has been placed foster home until 
the parents are well and able care 
for the child themselves. 


The government does 
quarters for married couples. Some 
have built private cottages the 
grounds the hospital. Those not 
fortunate live regular quarters. The 
husband can his wife’s room until 
P.M., and then must his 
bachelor quarters for the night. Under 
the future plans for the cottages, 
understand it, the government will reim- 
burse the cottage owners for some part 
their investment and then other mar- 
ried couples will assigned cottages 
they become available. 


Our population ever changing 
one now, and quite few the couples 
who met and married while they were 
patients have left here make their 
homes other places, However, con- 
tinue have group married couples 
for romance blossoms 
sometimes matures into lifetime matches. 

A.P. 
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National and State 


row: Mrs. Ranson, Mrs. Heckler and Mrs. Morrow 2nd row: 


Bauer and Mrs. Lucas 


The national commander the Dis- 
abled American Veterans Auxiliary, Mrs. 
Helen Heckler, Albuquerque, N.M., and 
national executive committee woman, 
Mrs. Estelle Morrow, Decatur, 
visited this hospital May 14. Mrs. 
Heckler and Mrs. Morrow came Lou- 
isiana the honor guests the State 
convention their organization. They 
were accompanied Carville group 
La. DAV Aux. department and chap- 
ter officers, headed department com- 
mander (1955-56), Mrs. Pearl Lucas, 
Baton Rouge. Also the party were 
Mrs. Eleanor Ranson, New Orleans, de- 
partment commander (1956-57) depart- 
ment adjutant Mrs. Marie DeRouen, 


Mrs. DeRouen, 


New Orleans; and the newly-elected com- 
mander Capital City Chapter No, 
Mrs. Juanita Bauer, Baton Rouge, 

The visitors were greeted the Rec 
Building some the local vets and 
they were taken tour the hospi- 
tal Chaplain Carl Elder. The na- 
tional officers who had never been here 
before were tremendously interested. 
Mrs. Heckler said, many hos- 
pitals but your setup here quite dif- 
ferent from any the other hospitals 
have visited. see much activity 
here, people coming and going the 
walks; why, more like small com- 
munity than hospital.” Both Mrs. 
Heckler and Mrs. Morrow said that Car- 


Olaf Skinsnes, Ph. D., M.D., the 
Lutheran United Mission, stationed 
Hong Kong, who furlough the 
United States, was Carville for week- 
end May. Skinsnes professor 
pathology the University Hong 
Kong, and for years has been actively 
interested the problem Hansen’s 
disease Hong Kong and its twin city, 
Kowloon. doing considerable re- 
search work Hay Long 
island Hong Kong Bay where 
there are about 500 patients. Dr. 
nes quiet, scholarly man with un- 
mistakable earnestness purpose. Dur- 
ing his furlough, has been guest lec- 
turer the University Chicago Med- 
ical School. His home 
Minn., but was born and reared 
China and speaks the language. 

* 


Miss Ellen Marie McCormick, reg- 
istered nurse from Pasadena, California, 
eager learn more about Hansen’s 
disease and for that purpose she spent 
week Carville May. Miss McCor- 
mick with Universal Missions, Inc. 
nurse. 
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DAV Leaders Visit Carville 


ville was not unfamiliar 
them. have heard about this hospi- 
tai for years from our national hospital 
chairman, Florence Green.” (Mrs. 
Green, Kalamazoo, Michigan, one 
Carville’s most devoted friends) 

Mrs Heckler told that there are 
925 DAV Auxiliary chapters through- 
cut the country, and that practically all 
the chapters would represented 
their convention held San An- 
tonio, Texas, August. will tell the 
convention about visit here todav. 
end bring our members information 
bout the hospital, and the need for pub- 
lic education and more understanding 
the part all about this 
The DAV Auxiliary behind Carville 
and you can quote that. 
Subscriptions THE STAR are high 
the list our ‘musts,’ she 

national executive committee wo- 
man, Mrs, Morrow’s area covers Alaba- 
ma, Mississippi, Louisiana and Tennes- 
see. She plans prepare series 
display posters about Carville those 
states for their department conventions. 

The interest the DAV Auxiliary 
Carville began the early 30’s, and 
has never lagged. Their interest was at- 
tracted veterans hospitalized here but 
the entire patient body 
from it. has become annual custom 
for the DAV Aux. sponsor the dance 
here the evening Veterans Day 
and plans are already under way make 
this year’s event something very special. 
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STAR Guestbook 


Mrs. Rosalie Demers (above), 
Balboa Heights, Canal Zone, came 
see May 25. Mrs. Demers, mem- 
ber Unit American Legion 
Auxiliary, active their work the 
This first television set, 
still being enjoyed the patients, was 
Christmas gift 1950 from the Units 
the C.Z., and Mrs. Demers handled 
the correspondence that time, 

Rosalie Demers, formerly with the 
New York Times, has delightfully 
friendly personality, Apparently she nev- 


meets stranger, and here felt 
had known her all our lives. 
Mrs, Demers saw the hospital from stem 
stern, and happy coincidence, she 
arrived time attend party given 
the local B.L. Spann Unit the 
ALA. 

Mrs. Demers government employee 
the Canal Zone where she has been 
stationed for the past years. She 
traveling her car during her vacation 
the U.S. She drove down the East 
Coast Florida and across the South 
Carville. From here she headed West. 

* * 

Among our most interested visitors 
May were two groups from Presby- 
terian Churches this area. Signing 
THE STAR’s guestbook May 
from the St, Charles Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, New Orleans, were Mesdames 
Shaw, Geo. Swayne, Clyde Johnson. 
Wm. Hauser, H.O. Ernst and Kath- 
erine Reyes, and May 17, group 
minister’s wives from Presbyterian 
Churches Baton Rouge and Baker, 
included Mesdames Robert Earnest, 
Robt. McGehee, Henry 
Darden and Libeureux. 
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Carville--As Seen Ex-Patient 
Frank Brown 
Reprinted from The Christian Century, Feb. 15, 1956 


Dr. Frank Brown, Norfolk, Va., 


Hampden Sydney College, 
Virginia, and attended Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary 

During his period hospitalization, 
Dr. Brown made friends with everyone 
and was well-liked all. His articles 
Christian publications his talks 
churches and clubs are interest 
all us. congratulate him his 
cood work continuing enlighten 
people the true nature 
disease.—Ed. 


missionary who contracted 
Hansen’s disease. When arrived the 
Linited States Public Health Service Hos- 
pital Carville, Louisiana, first vis- 
itor was negro from the Virgin Islands 
who had had five operations his 
have dropped pray and sing with 
you.” welcomed him warmly. 
left remarked, “Now, Mr. Brown, 
don’t afraid.” Later called 
patient who was blind and had feet. 
said me, “Try visit the new- 
comers just soon they get here. 
These two incidents illustrated the at- 
titude our patients their fellows. 

was newcomer this, the only 
hospital for the care and treatment 
Hansen’s disease continental United 
States. How caught the disease will 
never know. Presumably was during 
thirty-eight years service China. 
Many years ago employed bookseller 
who was often with me. When was 
discovered that had Hansen’s disease 
persuaded him enter hospital 
where was treated. visited and 
preached that institution. may have 
been there that the fateful contact was 
Most missionaries are constantly 
the disease, but very few con- 
tract During the past sixty years, 
sion boards with thousands mission- 
aries have never had case. 


Brought from the Orient 


That had the disease became ap- 
parent about three years after return 
the skin condition which 
was neither disabling nor painful de- 
veloped. Doctors said they had never 
seen anything like it, and treated 
for year without success. One dav 
remembered incident Chinese 
clinic, forty years before, when doc- 
tor called attention the anaesthe- 
tic symptom the disease, Using 
knife blade, discovered that had 
feeling part one foot. returned 
the dermatologist and asked, 
you ever seen leprosy?” His microscope 
soon detected the bacillus. Our board 
missions (Presbyterian, S.) made 


contact with the doctors Carville, and 
reported there immediately. Notify- 
ing church was not easy, but the 
state health authorities were most co- 
operative and visited the congregation 
allay their fears. 

family soon rallied and many 
lenge you.” “God has honored 
this unique opportunity service.” 
“God must have lot confidence 
you.” “God felt could trust you. 
know you will not let Him down.” All 
this was strong medicine, tonic that 
did good. 

had little pain. Seventy years ex- 
traordinarily good health had fortified 
me. The prayers friends for the pres- 
ence the Lord were abundantly an- 
swered. Like most patients Carville, 
was able lead active life. sent 
for library and subscribed 
teen periodicals—among them The 
tian Century, wrote and published 
small book, the story wife’s work 
China (Charlotte Brown, Mother 
China). Time passed rapidly. Among 
the patients are twenty Chinese, 
had Bible class together, seemed 
bit like home, for they helped 
much helped them. 


Helping Hands Everywhere 


There are around 300 patients 
the hospital, the oldest 95, the young- 
est 10. About patients are employed. 
The hospital encourages normal 
every possible way. Each patient 
ha: private room, well furnished. The 
food excellent, Weaving,. rug-making, 
woodworking and other manual arts are 
taught. Young patients and many adults 
attend the fine registered school which 
provides both elementary 
ary training. excellent golf course 
draws players from neighboring cities 
who compete with the patients. The 
flood-lighted baseball diamond and ten- 
court are much used. Many ardent 
fans enjoy the sport contests. Dances 
and billiards are popular. Well known 
concert singers, glee clubs and lecturers 
generously provide entertainment. The 
hospital has three sets 
every patient has radio his own. 
There library which also has talk- 
ing books for the blind. Movies are 
shown three times week the beauti- 
activities are free, and the government 
also pays the cost treatment, drugs 
and living expenses. have been writ- 
ing friends, “Pay your income tax 
cheerfully, remembering that some 
used help us.” 

There are several organized clubs 
Carville, such the Mexican club, the 
club and Jolly Social club, 


This last, composed the blind and 
totally disabled. The Lions 
twenty members, all 
but one, the Protestant Chaplain. 
(When delegate the big conven- 
tions chosen the chaplain has 
competitors). enjoyed the fellowship 
this club. Among its many projects 
are picnics and parties for the handi- 
capped patients. They are taken boat- 
ing and fishing our little lake, 
said that Lion will even hook live 
fish blind man’s line, though 
cannot vouch for such altruism the 
part any fisherman. The Lions 
raise thousand dollars yeariy 
for this group. 

The interest patients their fel- 
lows was what made the deepest impres- 
sion Carville. The mainspring 
for this unselfishness the religious 
there. Services the spacious, beautiful 
chapels, for Protestants and Roman 
Catholics, are fairly well attended. The 
two chaplains are always the job. 
This ministry the gift the Chris- 
tain people America. The American 
Missions, Inc., built the Prot- 
estant chapel and supports the chaplain. 
The Roman Catholic work under the 
direction the archdiocese New 
Orleans. 

Carville has many friends throughout 
the nation. The Illinois Bell Telephone 
Girls and the Campbell Soup Girls 
Chicago send yearly gifts all the pa- 
tients. The Southern Bell Telephone 
Girls, business firms and hundreds 
individuals are most generous. “How 
goes Christmas here?” asked newcomer 
oldtimer, The answer: “Better 
than home.” Carville patients have 
their own American Legion Post and 
Auxiliary, Forty and Eight and 
and Forty. The various veterans’ 
organizations have contributed 
ways the comfort and happiness the 
patients. 


The Age-Old Stigma Leprosy 


But personal visit Christain 
iriend perhaps the most precious 
all blessings Carville. Visitors 
fear us. Surely the words the Savior 
inspire them: was stranger and you 
welcomed me, was sick and you visited 
me, was prison and you came unto 
Says Carl Elder, longtime 
byterian missionary Thailand who 
now chaplain Carville: “The visi- 
tor surprised the cheerfulness 
the patients and challenged thei- 
gallantry and courage. will see them 
work, play and worship.” 
buddies remarked, “This 
has its good points.” But most 
would probably consider him the world’: 
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Ex-Patient 
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number one optimist, 

Yet even with all this gaiety and all 
these inducements keep minds and 
hands busy, there much loneliness. 
sadness and suffering Carville. There 
also sin there, you would expect— 
sad and ugly sin, Some patients succumb 
bitterness and defeatism 
draw into themselves; others 
umphant lives. Our greatest tragedy 
the social stigma connected with the 
dread name “leprosy.” 
superstitious, cruel stigma has come 
down the ages and found every 
land. not want pitied but 
the public call the disease its prop- 
name, disease” (HD), and 
realize that disease and nothing 
more. Medical authorities say Hansen’s 
far less communicable than tubercu- 
losis. Many patients are granted 
month’s leave absence each year 
visit their homes. Curiously, they 
this “vacation.” 

The question often asked, Han- 
sen’s disease the same the leprosy de- 
scribed the Bible?” The disease de- 
scribed and prescribed for the 13th 
chapter Leviticus conforms but 
few respects the modern 
disease.” The name “leprosy” seems 
been given number skin ail- 
ments among which, doubt, was 
Hansen’s. The new Roman Catholic 
translation the Old Testament carries 
this footnote Leviticus 13: He- 
brew term used does not refer Han- 
sen’s disease currently called leprosy.” 

For years Chaulmoogra oil was the 
accepted medicament for H.D. 1941, 
however, the doctors Carville began 
experimenting with the sulfone 
drugs—Promin, Diasone and Promace- 
tin, This was the turning point. Spec- 
tacular results followed and patients be- 
gan have hope. The new treatment, 
while not specific cure, applied 
time usually arrests the disease, 

Many the people Carville, how- 
ever, contracted H.D. long before the 
new drugs were discovered. “The new 
treatment came too late save 
eyes,” blind patient, once active 
businesswoman, told me. The disease 
has caused the breakup many homes, 
Some patients never receive letters 
visitors, and for some, all human hope 
has vanished. the other hand, know 
instances fidelity and affection 
over the long years. you see your 
babies,” asked mother who has two 
sets twins far away, “do you dare 
kiss them?” “No,” she Like 
polio, Hansen’s disease falls most heav- 
ilv the young. asked friend who 
long have you been here?” 
answered, came when was five. 
now thirty-two.” The only home 
has ever known Carville. Yet 
carries bravely and attends school re- 
gularly, for has fine mind and 
wonderful memory. 
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Community Millions 


There are many lessons learned 
like Carville that can 
learned nowhere else. You enter new 
fellowship, community millions— 
perhaps ten millions—of sufferers around 
the world. well know the pathetic 
contrast between our favored condition 
and the misery the per cent 
those millions who are hungry, cold, 
shelterless, and without the life-saving 
drugs. Carville crossroads and 
place wide horizons, Thousands 
visitors throng our corridors, which are 
two miles long. Doctors, nurses, techni- 
cians and missionaries from every coun- 
try, citizens from every state come 
observe and study the new techniques, 
for was here that the new sulfone 
drugs were first tested, which are now 
the standard treatment throughout the 
world, 

own case responded 
quickly treatment. After four months 
the hospital began run negative 
tests. months later was dis- 
charged with the permission the 
United States Public Health Service 
live anywhere America. One morning 
shortly before discharge met 
attractive matron whose shining eyes 
betokened good news. “Oh,” ex- 
claimed, have just been discharged. 
congratulated her and said, “Madam, 
hope you will what Betty Martin 
did the last day she was here.” (Betty 
Martin, society girl from New Orleans 
whose story was told famous book 
Miracle Carville, spent twenty years 
patient there. The last thing she 
did before leaving was the 
Catholic chapel and kneel prayer 
thanksgiving for her healing). Said the 
just what did this morn- 
ing while waiting for the doctor’s re- 
port.” The morning left happened 
meet the Catholic chaplain. said 
him, have done better this morning 
than Betty Martin. went both the 
chapels offer thanksgiving.” 

Since discharge have traveled 
several states, frequently 
churches and mixed social gatherings. 
Though all knew was just out Car- 
ville, was welcomed back into normal 
life without fear hesitation. This 
marked change the public’s attitude 
causes. Foremost the medical 
better understanding the disease, The 
press too has helped greatly. Our dailies 
and magazines have given much space 
H.D., and even the comics have come 
our aid. Carville’s own magazine, 
STAR, readable monthly which 
written and printed entirely 
tients, reaches almost every corner the 
world. ex-patients owe much 
STAR. 

Still, more must done overcome 
the unwarranted stigma attached 
“leprosy.” can become informed and 
rid ourselves and others fear, 


can welcome discharged patients back 
into normal life, knowing that they have 
been sick but way disgraced. 
can share the work hundreds 
missionaries many countries who are 
daily ministering fearlessly and often 
great loneliness sufferers from H.D. 
can contribute the American 
Leprosy Missions, Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York 10, N.Y.), which, with 
pitifully inadequate budget, tries 
help sufferers without regard race 
creed. The cost DDS (diaminal-dia- 
phenyl sulfone), now widely 
stead Promin and Diasone, averages 
cents per patient per year. 

Finally, can pray that some re- 
searcher will discover the cure for this 
disease. 

Abridged 


* * * 


ALM Staff Changes 


Rev. Dr, Everett Hallock, pastor 
Vincent Methodist Church, Nutley, 
has been named the American Lepro- 
Missions, N.Y. head its Southwest- 
area covering Texas, Oklahoma, Ar- 
kansas, Louisiana and New Mexico, with 
headquarters Dallas, Texas. 

native Staten Island, N.Y., Dr. 
Hallock graduate Drew Theolog- 
ical Seminary. has had considerable 
experience administrative church 

A.L.M.’s former 
secretary, Miss Helen Cunliffe, has as- 
sumed the post Northeastern area sec- 
retary with headquarters Boston. The 
talented and energetic Miss Cunliffe has 
already gone work. She has arranged 
place June the Sheraton Plaza 
teriologist, Dr. John Hanks, Harvard, 
will speak “Leprosy World Prob- 
lem,” and Dr, Arnaud Marts, Presi- 
dent, Marts and Lundy, Inc., N.Y. will 
discuss the problem “From Layman’s 
Point View.” 

Miss Cunliffe replaced Mr. Edward 
Broad. Mr. Broad was A.L.M.’s 
Northeastern area secretary for years. 
resigned become director the 
Detroit Baptist Manor, institution 
for the aged. 

American Missions raises 
more than $600,000 annually 
United States for the care and treatment 
victims and for clinical research. 
Funds raised this country help 160 
units countries. 

A.L.M. also supports the work the 
resident Protestant chaplain Carville, 
Carl Elder. Chaplain and Mrs. 
were Cleveland April par- 
ticipate the annual meeting the 
Cuyahoga County Chapter 
The meeting centered A.L.M.’s Goid- 
Jubilee. Chaplain and Mrs. Elder 
gave several talks, 

very helpful our work receive 


renewals prior expiration. Your 
tion date beside your name each 


the Educational Front 


Millions viewers throughout the 
U.S. saw Warren Hull, handsome emcee 
sion show, sponsored Colgate-Palm- 
olive (CBS), warmly embrace Mrs. Ger- 
trude Hornbostel, Carville-ex, when she 
appeared the show Friday, June 
the silver-haired grandmoth- 
with much admiration, Mr. Hull said, 
“What lovely lady.” 

Mrs. Hornbostel, surprise guest 
the show, was asked Mr. Hull pre- 
sent International News Service reporter, 
jack Lotto, with $500 government 
bond and plaque, the “Strike Rich” 
citation newspaperman for “out- 
standing public service.” was 
ognition Lotto’s feature story about 
Mrs. Hornbostel and her husband, Ma- 
jor Hornbostel, and their community ac- 
ceptance North Bellmore, 
land, where they established 
alter Mrs. Hornbostel left Carville 
The Hornbostel case won world- 
wide attention 1946, when Mrs. 
Hornbostel was sent Carville 
patient. The Hornbostels had lived 
the Orient for many years, She was in- 
terned Japanese prison camp 
Manila, and the Major survivor 
the Bataan death march. Mr. Lotto’s INS 
story was published 1500 newspapers 
from coast coast last March. THE 
STAR (April 1956) reprinted it. 

Judges the show’s 
award” said Lotto’s story “helped 
spread enlightenment about the much 
misunderstood disease.” The judges 
were Bob associate editor 
the trade publication Editor Publisher: 
Edward Merkel, city editor the New 
York Daily Mirror; and Wilson, 
national syndicated columnist. 

accepting the award, Lotto made 
brief talk about the need educa- 
tional publicity Hansen’s disease. 
said that term was better than leprosy 
which was full superstition and 
age-old fears. pledged his continued 
interest. 

Lotto’s boss, Kingsbury Smith, vice- 
president and general manager INS, 
recent Pulitzer Prize winner, was in- 
troduced and beamed happily his 
reporter. Mr. Lotto has been news- 
paper work for years and this his 
third newspaper man’s award, The 
Hornbostel story brought him hundreds 
complimentary letters, one from 
STAR, which was mentioned 
show. 

* * * 


Peter Lutterbeck, his sophomore 
year Beloit College, Wisconsin, re- 
cently gave talk Hansen’s disease 
the Medical Club the College. il- 
lustrated his talk with series slides 
belonging his father, Dr, Eugene 
Lutterbeck, well known Chicago radiol- 
ogist, charge Radiation Therapy 
and Radioisotopes, Carle Memorial Hos- 


pital and Clinic, Dr. Lutterbeck has vis- 
ited Carville several times connection 
with special project Hansen’s dis- 
ease, which worked with Dr, Irvin 
Hummon, director the Department 
Radiology, Cook County Hospital. 
have real friend Dr. Lutterbeck. 
has done much promote 
better understanding HD, talks 
before medical and lay groups. 


Dr. Frederick Johansen, who was 
duty this hospital for years un- 
til retired from the Public Health 
Service 1953, has means retired 
from active interest the problem 
Hansen’s disease which did much 
humanize. Now living Long Beach, 
Miss., Dr. often speaks before church 
and civic groups that area. April 
spoke before the Gulfport Kiwanis 
Club and May before the Pass Chris- 
tian Rotary Club, 

Reporting Dr. Jo’s talk before the 
Kiwanis Club, The Daily Herald, Gult- 
port and Biloxi, Miss., said, “Dr. Jo- 
hansen stated that the problem now 
the problem rehabilitation after the 
patient discharged, not for the patient, 
but trying get the public put 
aside its fears and accept the patient 
useful member his talks 
Dr. always gives THE STAR big 

* * * 

Spring Issue 1956, 
published the Public Relations Dept., 
Hunt Foods, Inc., Fullerton, Califor- 
nia, carried fine story about Johnny 
Sullivan, assistant sales manager 
Hunt. The story detailed Johnny’s in- 
terest Hansen’s disease which began 
Canada when was eight years old and 
attended school next door 
Hospital. described Johnny’s visit 
Carville 1955. and quoted from 
article THE STAR, “Johnny Sulli- 
van—Man (STAR Feb., 
1956) which expressed our appreciation 
Mr. Sullivan for his educational ef- 
forts. Hunt-Newsletter has wide cir- 
culation, going all Hunt 
also brokers and wholesalers all over the 
world. 

Through talk given Johnny 
the Enterprize Club Fullerton, 
got Bob Hinds interested and 
Mr. Hinds stressing the need for 
service clubs Southern California. 

Mr. Sullivan came Carville 
general visitor, was accompanied 
his friends, Ray Larson, also with Hunt, 
and Mrs. Larson. Johnny has already 
extend helping hand dis- 
charged patients his area, which em- 
phasizes the value visitors Carville. 

Change address 


THE STAR mailed second class 
permit. not forwarded new ad- 
dress. Kindly notify you are moving. 
giving both old and new addresses. 


Seek Sainthood for 
Father Damien 


Pope Pius XII has signed decree 
bringing sainthood step closer for Fa- 
ther Damien, famed priest Molokai, 
Hawaii, according news stories the 
Catholic and secular press. Copies the 
decree have been issued introduce the 
Cause Beatification Father Damien. 
Beatification the preliminary step 
canonization, that declaring de- 
ceased person saint. 

The Vatican has approved 
investigators study the beati- 
fication cause. The officials named 
Bishop James Sweeney Honolulu, 
have months which submit 
comprehensive report findings regard- 
ing Father Damien, whose work with 
patients Molokai the past century 
acclaim. Information 
relating the life Father Damien 
and miracles attributed his inter- 
cession expected sent from con- 
tinental U.S., Hawaii, Belgium, 
birthplace Father Damien and likely 
from other parts the world, declaring 
that worthy being honored 
Roman Catholics. 


Among recent miracles attributed 
Father Damien’s intercession, the New 
Bedford, Standard Times (March 
10, 1955) reported that Carmelite 
nun, Sister Mary Lucy the 
late Heart Carmel Santa Fe, N.M., 
who suffered almost total loss hearing 
the destruction ear drum and 
the scarring the other, was cured. 


“The nun was told specialist that 
her hearing was permanently impaired, 
but after the application the relic 
the missionary and the making several 
novenas her hearing was 
stored, 

“The specialist, non-Catholic, said 
writing that ‘in view the anatom- 
ical and pathological condition your 
ear drums and middle ear, 
explain your excellent 

Father Damien was born Tremeloo, 
Hawaii (1864-1889), including years 
resident priest for the patients Ka- 
lawao the island Molokai, where 
his own request, went 1873. 
found himself suffering from the same 
died four years later. 

Physicians, nurses and other workers 
hospitals and settlements through- 
out the world rarely contract the disease 
but generally accepted that Father 
Damien did. The average 
cepts the fact that Father Damien con- 
tracted the disease but does not bother 
learn the contributing factors. Fa- 
ther Damien’s biographers assert that 
courted the disease, refusing even ob- 
serve what regard today simply 
sanitary etiquette. said that did 


page 10) 


| 


Memorial Day Observed 


Guest speaker, Mr. Rolf McCollister, Baton 
Rouge. 

Ever since was organized years 
ago, World War vets, patients 
this hospital, cur local American Legion 
188, has annually arranged and 
sponsored program for Memorial Day. 
This year’s dignified and impressive cer- 
emonies May 30th were co-sponsored 
the Post and the local Voiture the 
Forty and Eight, The Point Clair Lions 
Club and other local patients’ organiza- 
tions were the line march, from the 
Recreation building the little ceme- 
tery the rear the hospital grounds. 

Guest speaker for the occasion was 
prominent young attorney, Mr. Rolf 
Collister Baton Rouge. Mr. McCol- 
lister, who was decorated with the Silver 
Star for his overseas service WWII 
Korea, former State Legisla- 
tor. have always had good speakers 
Memorial Day, but Mr. McCollister’s 
was one the most stirring ever 
heard here. 

pointed out five ways which 
can help keep the peace for which 
many died vain. 


(1) Support the United Nations. 
(2) firm with communism. 


(3) Don’t lose the cold war 
piecemeal. 
(4) Sell democracy the 
and 
(5) Protect America 
version. 
McCollister concluded his 


with meaningful and most timely ob- 
servation, “The main difference between 
democracy and tyranny courtesy....an 
attitude affectionate respect for 
everything that lives because lives....we 
must learn this are become 
race gentle (Page Dr. Schweit- 

Chaplain Elder gave the invocation 
and Father Abbot Francis, the benedic- 
tion. mixed chorus patients under 
the capable direction Sister Laura 
Stricker sang patriotic and sacred num- 
bers. Members our local Spann 
Unit 188, American Legion Auxiliary, 
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The Local Scene 


placed floral offerings graves de- 
parted vets. Taps were sounded, 
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Humanity Action 


When the victims one disease ex- 
helping hand research an- 
disease, that humanity action, 
The patients this hospital, following 
their annual custom, contributed 
tal $86.55 this year’s crusade 
the American Cancer Society. This 
per capita record cents, rather 
remarkable record considering that the 
state per capita last year was cents 
and the national per capita gift was 13.4 
cents. The local drive was headed 
the fourth successive year Aline 
president Spann Unit 
188, American Legion Auxiliary, assisted 
Miss Gonzales. 

Commenting the Carville patieuts’ 
contribution, the Louisiana Cancer re- 
porter, said, “Consider, too that little 
known about disease and that 
rot near the money being spent 
find out about it, being spent 
find out about cancer, and you can see 
how deep runs the humanitarian feeling 
this small community.” 

The annual Poppy Day Drive staged 
the local American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit brought total $45, contrib- 
uted the patients. 


* * * 


New Projects 


What’s new Carville? Here one does 
know from day day what will hap- 
pen next, but the way new projects, 
hard surface road leading the Rec- 
reation Building and ball park over 
distance some fifteen hundred feet 
has been completed less dust and less 
auto-bronco-busting. 

The Carville, coming going, 
was smooth one, but, today 
patient brought here the hospital 
ambulance, will ride style, 1956 
Cadillac ambulance has been added 
the hospital’s vehicles. are told the 
new Cad will accomodate two stretcher 
cases. seems they are prepared 
bring them 

Uncle has installed new vinyl 
tile flooring the Canteen. 
teen operated the Patients’ Federa- 
tion. 

This hospital can anticipate power 
ful Christmas present, one that been 
talked about, knocked about, cetera, 
for years end. Christmastime, 
should have alternating electric current 
instead the present direct current, 
manufactured the local power house. 
The Lake Charles, La., Electric Com- 
pany has been ordered with the work 
converting our power supply from 
AC. The work will start July 
The contract involves expenditure 
$452,000. 


The Gulf States Utilities will furnish 
the current, 


* * * 


Farewell Sports—Between 
Patients and Visitors 


Bill Dodson Baton Rouge 
the Ninth Semi-Annual Invitational Golf 
Tournament held here May This 
marks the second time Dodson has 
crowned champ this tourney, the 
first time was when won the tourney 
the fall 1954, 

were patient entries the tourna- 
ment. The other entrants came from 
Raton Rouge, New Orleans, Donaldson- 
ville, and other points the state. The 
tourney was composed seven flights 
with the winners and runners-up each 
receiving valuable prizes for their efforts. 

The tournament officials were, 
the past, Mr. Henry Thomas, Pro 
City Park New Orleans, acting 
tournament director, and Mr. Marion 
Scobel, Baton Rouge City Park Pro, 
starter. Both these men deserve lot 
credit for doing such magnificent 
job for the past few years, 


Indians Scalped—An End Era— 


The Point Clair Indians, patients’ 
team, played their final game 
their short-lived 1956 season, June 
with team from Lake, La. Due 
circumstances beyond our control, this 
game probably marked end all 
competition between patients 
tors. too bad, because the Indians 
were coming around splendidly, 
ing all the time. Furthermore these soft- 
ball games will sorely 
Carville fans they, like any other fans, 
really enjoy watching 
tween the “home team” and the visiting 
firemen, 


* * 


Federation Elects 


Carville patients went the polls 
Monday June 11, elect the Executive 
Beard the Patients’ Federation. From 
field candidates, the five receiv: 
ing the highest number votes form the 
board. For the first time years, there 
was lively interest the election. The 
patients are “up the air” and the 
anxious side about certain 
and situations the local scene. The 
Federation, the parent organization, 
representing the entire patient body. 
serves the bridge contact between 
the patients and the administration. Out 
patient enrollment some 315, 
251 ballots were cast. The Patients’ Fed- 
eration operates the canteen, Profits 
from this venture go, for the most part, 
small cash allowances for severely 
handicapped patients, and the balance 
finance entertainment sports. 

The newly elected board will select 
its own Chairman and other officers. 
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Damien (cont’d from page 


this win the confidence the patients 
who before Father Damien came them 
had been sadly neglected and their mo- 
rale was deplorable. Commenting 
the case, the late Dr. O.E. Denny the 
Public Health Service, Carville’s first 
Medical Officer Charge said, “The 
good Father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived surrounded 
his sick parishioners, unhy- 
gienic conditions, his food prepared 
leprosy patients, his clothes washed 
them, and even his pipe smoked 

There minority opinion, repre- 
sented Dr. Christobal Manalang 
the Philippines, that Father Damien and 
similar cases reported the literature 
could have had the infection prior 
their institutional contact. Dr. Mana- 
lang contends, “Leprosy infection con- 
tracted infancy early childhood 
and development the disease the 
Lacteriological positive stage takes years 
and varies different individuals. 
all historical evidences 
fection contracted the adult age, there 
has been record thorough physical 
examination eliminate the presence 
early latent and usually unrecog- 
nized lesions before the supposed ex- 
posure took place.” 

Father successor, Brother 
Joseph Dutton, was daily intimate 
contact with the patients Molokai 
for over years and did not contract 
the disease. took only ordinary pre- 
cautions did Mother Marianne, the 
nurse who served with Father Damien. 
Neither Mother Marianne nor any the 
Sisters and lay nurses who have worked 
Kalaupapa the past years ever 
showed the slightest trace the disease. 

Mother Marianne gave her undivided 
time serving the patients Kalau- 
papa for more than years. Her biog- 
rapher, Dr. Wood Clarke, Utica, 
N.Y., says significantly, “The experience 
Mother Marianne and her associates 
and followers has taught the medical 
lesson great value, They 
have proved beyond question that, 
sanitary precautions are properly carried 
out, one can spend his life among lep- 
rosy patients with impunity. They have. 
their examples, demonstrated the im- 
portant truth that leprosy, while infec- 
tious, not contagious.” 

Robert Louis Stevenson, famous au- 
thor, predicted letter February 
1890, that the process canonization 
Father Damien would under way 
100 years after the priest’s death. The 
cause formally began Rome the 
Catholic Church years after 
Father Damien’s death. Stevenson’s open 
letter, Defense Father 
the Rev. C.M. Hyde, Methodist min- 
ister Honolulu, masterpiece and 
one the most moving expressions 
the English language. The Stevenson 


letter printed full the book, The 
which appears page 11. 

Father Damien’s life story has been 
the subject many writings, sermons, 
radio broadcasts, programs and 
some instances, the story has been sen- 
sationalized, Father Damien were liv- 
ing today, feel that would the 
first decry the type publicity which 
hurts the patients fostering miscon- 
ceptions about the disease. 

The recent announcement concerning 
the move toward the beatification 
Father Damien has apparently revived 
special interest the Father Damien 
story, and look for considerable pub- 
licity, Let hope will the con- 
structive side. Doubleday has announced 
(April 19, 1956) that they are publish- 
ing 750,000 paperbacks John Farrow’s 
book Damien the Leper. Mr, Farrow’s 
book, first published 1927, has had 
printings different languages. 
There has also been some publicity 
trade journals that negotiations are un- 
der way make feature film produc- 
tion the Farrow book. The Christo- 
phers recently released half-hour tel- 
evision film dramatizing the life storv 
Father Damien. will presented 
862 stations the U.S. Stephen 
McNally plays Father Damien and Vic- 
tor Jory plays his atheistic antagonist. 

Anticipating extensive publicity 
the Father Damien story, Hawaii’s alert 
Health through its Division Hansen’s 
disease, has contacted all Catholic 
ary agents with excellent letter. 
reprint the letter here think 
pertinent and will general interest. 
Moreover through our medium may 
reach people foreign countries, who 
would otherwise not see it. 
stand Dr. Hirschy’s brought 
many favorable and cooperative replies. 


October 12, 1955 


All Catholic Literary Agents: 


The possibility that Father Damien may 
hecome saint the Catholic Church un- 
doubtedly will result renewed interest 
Kalaupapa, Molokai. 

We, the Territorial Department 
Health, will happy supply you with 
up-to-date information Kalaupapa 
now, and the present day treat- 
ment Hansen’s disease. The Territoriai 
Department Health officially respon- 
sible for administration and medical care 
Kalaupapa and the newer center, Hale Mo- 
halu, Honolulu. 

are also quite frankly asking you for 
little public relations help. This apt 
sound like infringement your 
judgement. The fact that your 
can help the present welfare 
and such help badly needed. 

This the general situation. 

the past, leprosy, now Hansen’s 
disease, nearly hopeless disease. There 
over-estimating the heroism Father 
Damien his work Kalaupapa, 

the present day, Hansen’s disease 
being arrested. With sulfone drug 
treatment, patients are recovering. Ka- 
laupapa and the newer center, Hale Mo- 
halu, patients are released each They 
are definitely non-contagious. However, the 
fear and prejudice built for 6,000 years 


keeps them from getting jobs and 
living normal lives. 

article based Father Damien and 
Kalaupapa can untold good including 
these facts: 

The disease, legislative action the 
Territory, now called Hansen’s disease. 
(The term “leper” general disrepute 
most the world). 

The aisease under control with sulfone 
drugs. Detection and treatment the dis- 
ease early enough, also prevents 
tion. blindness and crippling. 

Patients with Hansen’s disease can look 
forward returning normal living, 
people will understand that the disease can 
arrested. Patients who leave Kalaupapa 
and Carville have been found negative 
repeated tests before they leave. They need 
and deserve the community acceptance 
which normal way life depends. 

you could play down clearly identify 
the old “horror concept” the disease 
the past and stress bit the 
need today for human and Christian ac- 
ceptance the arrested patient, you would 
helping many men and women back 
homes, family life and useful employment. 

statistics and medical information, you 
want it. 

often receive kind-hearted 
offers financial donations for Kalaupapa. 
These are not needed. The Territorial De- 
partment Health, means both Fed- 
eral and Territorial funds, provides complete 
housing, food, recreation, vocational and oc- 
rehabilitation and medical care 
for the Territory’s Hansen’s disease patients. 

The greatest help anyone Can give 
present Hansen’s disease constructive, 
light. Treatment sulfones has 
now passed long enough test-by-time 
justify this concept the disease. 


Tra Hirschy, M.D., Director 
Division Hansen’s Disease 
Territorial Board Health 
Honolulu, Hawaii 


Study Harvard 


Dr. Norman Sloan, Honolulu, as- 
sistant chief the bureau geriatrics 
and cancer control Hawaii’s Territo- 
rial Board Health plans take 
year’s leave absence work 
master’s degree Harvard University, 
specializing chronic diseases. Dr. Sloan 
formerly medical director the Kalau- 
the comparatively few medical men 
the world who has had long years ex- 
perience with Hansen’s disease, and 
hoped that will return this field. 
1953, Dr. Sloan carried out series 
four surveys Hansen’s disease ter- 
ritories within the scope the South 
Pacific Commision. Dr. and Mrs. Sloan 
have visited Carville several times, and 
though not always agreeing with opin- 
ions expressed STAR, Dr. Sloan, 
through the years, has been one our 
siaunch supporters, 
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from the French Francis 
SS. and Charles Davenport, 
The Bruce Publishing Company, Mil 
waukee, 438 pages, $4.75. 


Reviewing The Heart Father Da- 
mien makes feel little like the tra- 
ditional man who “jumped his horse 
and rode off all 


would easy take literary 
ride least four separate directions 
reviewing the translation Father 
Vital Jourdain’s revised and augmented 
book, ‘The book could reviewed from 
standpoint Hawaiian history and 
tradition, from the religious point 
view, how affects present attitudes 
concerning Hansen’s disease, 
its writing style and literary value. 

going steer literary horse 
completely away from any excursions 
into Hawaiian history. have not lived 
Hawaii long enough read enough 
Hawaii’s history judge whether 
history, traditions, even long-past 
superstitions have always been reported 
accurately. suspect slight dis- 
crepancy here and there, but none 
important enough disturb anyone but 
the most fervent historian, 

From literary standpoint, The Heart 
Father Damien written un- 
pretentious style that makes easy 
begin reading and difficult stop. The 
few flights into oratory that occur are 
balanced immediately terse, colorful 
sentences that fairly race along. 


While Father Damien is, course, 
“the heart” the book, the rich back- 
ground Kalawao Kalaupapa history, 
and Hansen’s disease Hawaii make 
the book far the most comprehensive 
account by-gone era have yet read. 
Father Jourdain was given 
documents the generalate the Con- 
gregation the Sacred Hearts never 
before published. Publication parts 
all the documents throw new— 
and much needed light—both Father 
Damien’s life and conditions and 
events Kalawao and Kalaupapa. 
Names people all but forgotten, 
perhaps unknown many writers are 
revived .... Brother Bertrand who least 
supervised building the original Saint 
Philomena Chapel later enlarged 
Father Damien .... Father Conrady who 
stayed and worked with Father Damien 
for six years, and then earned his M.D. 
degree and began the Shek Lung lep- 
rosarium China. 

The author gives detailed account 
bing against the discipline and some- 
times misunderstanding his religious 
superiors. Quotation letters, previous- 


1956 


Star Book Shelf 


The Heart Father Damien 
Vital Jourdain, SS. CC. 


unpublished far know, puts 
welcome touch humor accounts 
Father Damien’s frequent troubles. 
The priest had gift for the pungent, 
informal phrase- “Why did (Father 
Albert) have poke his nose the 
kitchen?....everything would have been 
all right hadn’t gotten his high 
horse.... I’m little burned up” and, 
writing himself the Bishop, 
mien hard-headed.” 

The Heart Father Damien com- 
pletely Catholic spirit, but the author 
gives credit contributions Protes- 
Father Damien’s brushes with religious 
discipline. Letters from the Reverend 
Chapman, the Anglican clergyman 
who collected substantial sums for the 
Settlement are quoted full, especial- 
like the author’s statement regard- 
ing the new wing the St. Philomena 
Chapel: 

“American Catholics furnished the tab- 
ernacle; English Catholics 
tants built the church with their checks.” 

Throughout The Heart Father Da- 
mien runs counter-theme Father 
spiritual strength the face 
struggles lighten misery and, far 
possible, reduce disease. The book, gives 
far the most complete word picture 
the priest and his flock yet published. 

Viewed possible contribution to- 
wards better understanding Hansen’s 
disease, The Heart Father Damien 
may help harm—depending 
the intelligence the individual reader. 
Past-tense accounts the Settlement 
use rather horrible descriptions and con- 
stant use the words, 
“jazaret.” all justice, the fact remains 
that story the 1800’s cannot writ- 
ten without using terms the 
the book would never have been 
publisher unless the pe- 
riod described the words and 
phrases the time. reader search- 
ing for sensation, any book Father 
Damien may reinforce the very attitudes 
that are being fought the twentieth 
century. 

However, The Heart Father Da- 
includes counter-balance likely 
remembered thoughtful readers. 
Pages through carry up-to-date 
explanation Hansen’s 
clear up—in book with official Church 
sanction—the fact that “leprosy” Chap- 
ers and the Book Leviticus 
applied “to various mild skin disorders 
that were considered non-contagious and 
curable.” Credit given Carville’s 
STAR for its educational campaign, and 
the author concludes this section with 


the statement “Surely Father Damien 
would agree with modern Catholic mis- 
sionaries that the Church should play 
leading role this world-wide 
paign enlightenment and public edu- 
cation.” 

epilogue written Raphael 
Rrown brings up-to-date against 
Hansen’s disease, especially Catholic 
organizations, Summed are answers 
questionnaire sent Vicars Aposto- 
lic all areas the world which have 
treatment centers under auspices the 
Church. Significant among the answers 
chaplains and nursing nuns that cen- 
tral Catholic information center the 
disease should established with news- 
ietters issued several languages. Quot- 
little later the statement the 
Most Reverend Thomas Aspe, O.F.M., 
bishop Calinico which says.... “society 
has evolved conception this disease 
that deadly false and that 
lacks basis truth the extent 
ninety-five percent.” 

“His excellency,” the paragraphs con- 
clude, “gives his blessing the project 
international Catholic information 
office and bulletin....” 

Which, the reviewer had any in- 
fiuence with the Almighty, might cause 
ask the same blessing book 
thoughtful and progressive enough 
add bit public education 
account Father Damien, 

Catherine Cunningham 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
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This acknowledge with thanks the 
copy THE STAR, April 1956 issue, which 
you very kindly airmailed. are all very 
for your generosity publishing 
the Golden Jubilee Culion. 

May I indicate a minor but necessary cor- 
rection? Dr. Jose Tiong, Acting 
Sanitarium and Chairman the Organizing 
Committee for the Jubilee, will the one 
deliver the welcome address instead 
now assuming the full respon- 
sibility administrative matters, while 
special detail with most time de- 
voted research. 

Upon receipt the copies THE 
STAR, will have them distributed. 

Thank you again, together with your staff, 
for the many favors you have extended 
us, especially connection with the 
Golden Jubilee. 


Casimiro Lara, M.D. 
Culion Sanitarium 
Palawan, Philippines 

* *= * 


STAR subscriber, was looking 
ward your article Culion. feelings, 
based steady correspondence extending 
ever almost three years with the Sisters, 
Sisters Residence, Culion, Palawan, are 
variance with that depicted THE 
article. 

impressed with their dire poverty 
and lack what we, the States, consider 
the minimum essentials. The article, regret 
state, tends create impression other 
than this. Electric power available only 
tour hours day—at night, from p.m. 

Infants cannot accepted the Balaia 
Nursery the present time, because there 
room available. Only about fifty can 
kept there. 

The students St. Ignatius Academy, 
Culion, need school books all grade levels 
and subjects, sports equipment, especially 
sneakers, basketball and volleyballs, and 
basketball suits. 

Any appeal you can make for the folks 
Culion will gratefully received and wise- 
used. 

Through reading your wonderful STAR, 
husband and are gaining completeiy 
different perspective the whole problem 
Hansen’s disease. are doing 
can spread the information. 


Mrs. Ephraim Yohannan 
840 Hueston Street 
Elizabeth, New Jersey 


The article “Congratulations Culion 
Your Golden Jubilee” (STAR, April 1956) 
depicted Culion holiday mood. think 
the patients and staff that remote and 
isolated island deserve great deal credit 
for having the initiative undertake such 
gala celebration despite material limita- 
ticns, and under rather trying conditions, 
conditions such compulsory segregation. 
However, our readers got the impression 
that the goose hangs high Culion, then, 
Mrs. Yohannan right. certainly does not, 
according correspondence have had 
with patients there. 

are glad cooperate with Mrs. Yo- 
hannan her worthy endeavour help 
the Culion patients. understand she has 
been helping the Culion patients regu- 
lar schedule, and she and her friends have 
been doing much for them. Her special in- 
terest the Balala Nursery where babies 
the patients Culion are taken care 
the Sisters. 

teacher the Elizabeth, New Jersey, pub- 
school and her husband Guidance 
Counsellor Boys Technical and Vocational 
High School. 

Mrs. Yohannan will glad accept 
donations, ‘cash, any the 
ticned, and forward same Culion. —Ed. 


* * 


highly interested the matter the 
meaning and origin the Biblical words 
and “lepra” and especially the 
word “melaats.” 

result activities and proposals 
the years 1936-37, the translators the 


Mail Bag 


Bible the Malayan language, took the 
important resolution that the Malayan 
Bible, the Hebrew word should 
not translated the till-ten used Malay- 
word “kusta” (lepra) but should stay 
untranslated. 

Not long ago, received statement 
that the new translator, who has revise 
the whole Malayan Bible, has made the pro- 
use the abandoned word “kusta” 
again the place the word “Zaraath.” 
very much alarmed over this news. 
The people here Holland think that this 
fight against the use the words 
and only hobby mine. They 
not believe that there are other medical 
men who hold the same opinion. 

should like show them Dr. Lendrum’s 
paper, “The Name Leprosy” and any other 
inaterial you may have this subject. May- 
be, can then convince them not use the 
word “kusta” the Bibli- 
word “zaraath.” think this the 
utmost importance especially newly 
Christianized country. 

From 1937 till now, after making the 
clusion that the Morbus Hansen and 
Biblical leprosy are not the same, and real- 
izing heart the necessity that the 
knot that ties these words together had 
broken up, started fight against the use 
the odious words “melaats” and 
confess has been solitary and 
fruitless battle. 

For scientific reasons, strong op- 
against any segregation pa- 
tients, not only legislative sense but 
also the minds men. 


K.P.C.A. Gramberg, M.D. 
Nijkerk, Netherlands 


airmailed Dr. Gramberg reprints 
Dr. Lendrum’s paper, also copy the 
paper “On The Leprosy The Bible” 
Dr. Tas, Jerusalem (STAR, June 1955) 
and Dr. Cochrane’s “Biblical 
Suggested Interpretation” which appears 
this issue. evident that the confusion 
between Biblical leprosy and the disease 
miscalled that name today continues 
complicate problem countries 
over the world, and not only English- 
speaking countries. problem which 
could solved the medical world would 
abandon its rigid status quo attitude and 
officially disassociate the infection presum- 
ably caused the Hansen bacillus from 
the stigmatic name leprosy, which does 
not deserve, scientifically otherwise. 

Dr. Gramberg graduate the Uni- 
versity Amsterdam. worked tropi- 
cal areas the world for years, 
which were medical superintend- 
ent Mennonite Mission Hospital with 
annex for patients. After WWII, was 
charge the Control organization 
the Indonesian Government Central Java. 

1937, Dr. Gramberg published study 
the medical journal the Dutch East 
Indies, with the title, “Leprosy, Lepra 
Morbus Hansen What Should the Right 
Name.” was reprinted the “Netherland 
Magazine for Medicine” 1952. Dr. Gram- 
berg’s study concluded that the name leprosy 
was not scientifically accurate. was one 
the first such studies published, not the 
very first, modern medical literature. THE 
STAR has English translation Dr. 
Gramberg’s scholarly paper. was trans- 
lated for Mr. A.O.H. New Or- 
leans, through the courtesy the former 
Dutch Consul, Mr. Alois Terkhule. Ed. 


* * 


attention has been called your 
December 1955 issue THE STAR which 
seems organ put out the pa- 
tients your hospital. Particular reference 
made article page under the 
title, “The Name The Same.” 
article reference made treatment 
the International Sunday School Lesson for 
November 1955, having with leprosy, 
and quotations are made from the treat- 
ment Dr. Earl Douglass, who has 
right produce commentaries the Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons royal- 
basis. have control Over the con- 
tents those particular commentaries, but 


are nevertheless concerned about what 
written. 

have written Douglass, and sent 
him copy the December issue THE 
STAR, calling his attention the fact that 
the identification leposy with the ancient 
conception appearing the Bible before 
differentiations were made between types 
the disease, and before modern scientific 
methods had been developed, unfortunate. 
called his attention the fact, also, that 
the article indicates that attempt was 
made differentiate between Biblical iep- 
rosy and the modern illness. Furthermore, 
cailed his attention the slur upon people 
who have the modern equivalent the old 
disease when there identification 
leprosy symbolic sense with sin. 

simply wanted you know that are 
sensitive any problem which causes hurt 
people, who through the good instrumen- 
institutions like your own, are 
their way recovery from Hansen’s dis- 
ease any equivalent thereof. 


H.H. Kalas, Associate Exec. 
National Council the Churches 
Christ the United States 

America 

New York 10, N.Y. 


* * * 


think THE STAR way off the mark, 
it’s not Public Education you want, but the 
doctors. insist using the word leprosy 
association with Hansen’s disease, even 
for scientific purposes, regardless the ef- 
fects the morale the patient inhuman, 
For the life me, can’t see what’s scien- 
tific name that doesn’t even describe 
the disease it’s associated with, and only 
causes much trouble and confusion, not 
only the minds the public, but also 
with the doctors themselves. You, yourself, 
have records patients who have suffered 
needlessly the hands doctors who 
thought really was leprosy. You also 
have patients who are afraid into the 
outside world for fear the stigma they 
are made bear, due the incorrect naming 
their disease that the doctors refuse 
correct. has nothing with leprosy 
and should not connected with any 
way. 

long the Bible read people will 
always believe leprosy disease sin 
and shame for there they have complete 
description it. use trying tell 
them that the leprosy modern times not 
lhe same, there will always be some uncon- 
vinced who will hurt cured patients. 

far easier, and only sensible that 
only known HD. Any doctor who per- 
sists causing his patient great mental 
suffering cannot truly regard himself 
doctor, nor, doubt, human being. 
wrong ask for freedom have 
right for ourselves and our families? 

anyone says have leprosy, believe me, 
they live tell it, the moment 
case. 

There are only four patients here, two men 
and two women. The trouble the men are 
old its useless try charms 
though they are dears, and the other girl 
Maltese and has limited knowledge 
English, so if you could put me on to some 
those patients see lazing the magazine 
covers, perhaps they will write me; 
cnly work saw them was hoist the 
Stars and Stripes. 


Patient 
West Australia 
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Hansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the 
resemblance zaraath. The unfortunate notion that zaraath dis- 
ease has semantic basis only, the word leprosy has been used for many 
ferent diseases during the course time. These statements are supported 
proof contained scientific treatises (Lendrum, Tas, 
MacArthur, etc.). Reprints some these are available from THE STAR. 

medical experts agree that any scheme for the control 
“leprosy” will depend for its success educated public opinion. 

associations with the disease are major factor the leprophobia 
and change terminology would contribute saner view 
point. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would 


change the name the disease, 


medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater intants 
young children, and decreases with age. also probabic 
that most cases the susceptibility familal. 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. This statement supported 
dations the American Public Health Association (Control 
Communicable Diseases Man, 1950). These APHA re- 
commendations are with U.S, Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded sixty-one 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 


Visitors, with the exception children under are ad- 
mitted freely. The general visiting adolescents not 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring 
have been employed the Carville hospital 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section), not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 

* * * * 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, “The good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 


dailv intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
contracting the disease. 


couraged. Visitors are not required take any special pre- 


Patients are permitted visit their homes 
lor periods month. 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof that disease the least communicable all 
communicable diseases. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
cate none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE 
practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
his discovery the germ generally accepted 
causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible for 
“laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


* * * * 


not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermom, 
patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* © * * 

Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., 


N.D. specifically have restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* « 


man woman may remain perfect health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. More than half 
the patients now Carville could sit 
gathering. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Well, can dream, can’t we! 


While like spend the month July beside some peaceful stream, 
foot and with cane pole our hands, spending fishing for ideas and 
articles for future editions THE STAR. 

Your next issue, our annual combined July-August number, will mailed 
don’t look for THE STAR July. The July-August number will 
carry reports the Forty and Eight and American Legion Auxiliary their 
drives for STAR subscriptions. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO:— 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 
Published monthly patients the U.S. Public Health 


Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana. 


Please send THE STAR to: 
Name 
Address 
City Zone State 
Subscription $1.00 per year stamps please. 


Note—Kindly make checks and money orders payable THE STAR 


Mail to: STAR, Point Clair Br. P.O., Carville, La. 


AY, 
NS 
th o* 
of Tre 
Light 
jatt 
r 
Cassville, 
Lenitisian 
ex 
a 
—- 
. 


